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Changing World, Changing Careers
You are workers on an offshore drilling platform. The company you work for hopes to find a big

new supply of oil from under the seabed. One morning, you turn on the radio and hear a news report from the mainland that says a major car company is now selling cars that run on hydrogen, not gasoline.

Your co-workers chat in the lunchroom. One person predicts that the price of oil will fall during the next several years as these new hydrogen "fuel cell" vehicles become more common.

Another co-worker says she is thinking of going back to college to retrain as a chemical engineer. She hopes to find work in the fuel cell industry. She thinks the fuel cell industry will be much bigger than it is today, and there will be a lot of great jobs by the time she earns her degree in chemical engineering.
Research:

· Use Choices Explorer to find a career article about oil drillers. (Tip: Type "oil driller" in the search field.)
· Read the Salary and Outlook section of the article. Make a note of the forecast for this career (or a closely related career). Is the outlook strong or weak?
· Use the search tool to find two other careers related to the oil industry. A good way to do this is to type "oil" into the search field. Write down the names of two related careers, and what the outlook is for each.

Related Career 1___________________

Outlook _____________________________________________________________________

Related Career 2___________________

Outlook _____________________________________________________________________

Questions:
1. What do you think will happen to jobs in the oil drilling industry if the demand for oil drops

off? ________________________________________________________________________
2. The demand for oil will not go away completely if gasoline (made from oil) is not in high

demand. Many oil-related careers would continue to be in demand. However, some people in

the oil industry might move to other industries. Write down some of the skills an oil driller

would have that would be employable in another industry.

Skill: Other career it would be useful in:

____________________ ________________________

____________________ ________________________

____________________ ________________________
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